How many mandibles in a mammal? A note on terminology.
This paper briefly reviews the usage of the term 'mandible' in the anatomical literature on mammals, with a focus on human and veterinary anatomy. In all analysed textbooks of human anatomy and physical anthropology as well as in several veterinary anatomy textbooks, the mandible is viewed as a single (unpaired) skeletal element composed of symmetrical (left and right) halves that correspond to the ossa dentalia of comparative anatomical terminology. Other authors, however, maintain that each mammal possesses a left and a right mandible, thus equating the mammalian mandible with the os dentale. The view of the presence of two mandibles per mammal is frequently found in textbooks of comparative vertebrate anatomy. Students of anatomy and workers from neighbouring disciplines need to be aware of the inconsistent use of the term mandible to avoid misunderstandings.